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Wilderness centre for addicted youth launched

Heather Hay (right), dlrectar of addictlon services for
Vancouver Coastal Health, hugs recovered addict Lauren
Gill after she told of her recovery. JASON PAYNE — THE FROVINCE

Making a dream come true

Health Minister George
Abbott yesterday thanked
the non-governmental com-
munity agencies that helped
the dream of opening B.C.'s
first long-term residential
treatment centre for drug-
addicted youth to come
true:

B Central City Foundation
bought the 23-hectare site
10 kilometres from Kere-
meos — the former Qut-
ward Bound School — and
donated it to the project as
a gift. They are also running
a fundraising campaign to

renovate and refit the exisi-
ing buildings.

B The Portage Program lor
Drug Dependencies will
supply its successful treat-
ment regimen and operate
the new centre. It has been
treating young people since
1973 and operates similar
programs in Ontario, Que-
bec and Atlantic Canada.

B From Griel to Action, a
support and advocacy group
created by parents of drug
addicts, was a driving force

in getting the program off

the ground.

BY ANDY IVENS
STAFF REFORTER

In her darkest hour, drug-
addicted Lauren Gill contem-
plated an end to her miserable
life, unable to see a future with-
out her chemical cruich and
the petty crimes she commit-
ted to survive,

“I was like a bird with no
wings,” she told a packed press
conference in a youth drop-in
centre on Vancouver's Down-
town Eastside yesterday.

"My life was a mess. | had
absolutely no direction what-

soever, | was worn out and |
was ready to give up,” she
recalled. She was 16 years old
at the time,

The fresh-faced teen detailed
her escape from addiction,
minutes after Health Minister
George Abbott announced that
B.C.’s first long-term residen-
tial treatment centre for drug-
addicted youth is expected to
open its doors next summer.

“I'd been through 10 differ-
ent drug-and-alcohol facili-
ties,” said Gill. “It wasn't a pret-
Ly sight.”

She finally attended a drug

program in Montreal called
Portage and kicked her habit.

The key to getting off dmgs
for bnﬁd she says now, is o
spend six months to a year in
rehab.

Abbott announced the
provincial government is con-
tributing $2.4 million annual-
Iy to cover the aperating costs
of a 42-bed facility in the
wilderness near Keremeos
called The Crossing.

Addicts aged 14 to 24 must
make a commitment to kick
their habits, alter withdrawing
from drugs and alcohol, to

qualify for the program. They
must dedicate six months o a
year of their lives.

Gill, now 18, works with
young drug addicts and jail
inmates. “l don't ever want to
go back to drug rehab again,”
she said.

B.C. spends $1 billion per
year on mental health and
addiction services, said Abbott.

Of the 1,038 treatment beds
for all B.C. addicts, 158 are
detox and short-stay place-
ments exclusively for young
people.
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Majestic is proud to introduce to the Lower Mainland,
ENGLANDER, one of North America's oldest
mattress makers. Since 1894, Englander

Make the healthy choice for . . .
stress free sleep!

"Riviera'

has consistently provided a
great night's sleep with the
highest quality products.
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The mattress of cholea.

Queen size PillowTop Mattresses from...

Vancouver 1828 west 4th ave. 604.731.8226
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¢ futons ¢ sofa beds * bedroom suites * memory foam ¢ natural latex mattresses

' sofa bed only...
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The Board of Directors of the Canada
Deposit Insurance Corporation (CDIC)
invites you to attend its

2007 Annual Public Meeting
Tuesday, September 25, 2007

Floata Seafood Restaurant
4th Floor

Questions? Special communication needs? E-mail
info@cdic.ca or call 1-800-461

-CDIC (2342)

For infarmation about CDIC and deposit insurance
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Surrey 13562 77th ave 604.590.2228
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Its Hard T Stop A Tane!

Learn more at
www.trane.com

Clean up to

99.98%

of the air with
Trane heating
and cooling
systems.

FEDERAL AUCTION SERVICE - SUNDAY

PUBLIC AUCTION

OVER 60 RECOVERED JEWELLERY ITEMS

SHERIFF-SEIZED JEWELLERY

TO BE AUCTIONED ON BEHALF OF AND TO THE BENEFIT OF PLAINTIFF
(COURT ORDER FILE NO. 04-CV-2638400M2)

OTHER CONTRACTUAL PARTIES

OVER &0 ITEMS OF FINE JEWELLERY CRDERED TO BE 50LD PIECE BY PIECE
Ladies' 3ct Round Brilliant Cut Diamond

MANY DIAMONDS 1-4CTS, RUBIES, EMERALDS, SAPPHIRES,
RARE SOUTH SEA PEARLS; EARRINGS, BRACELETS, NECKLACES,
RINGS; MANY ROLEX, CARTIER, PATEK PHILIPFE, PIAGET
WATCHES. LIKE NEW CONDITION WITH WARRANTY.

THE COAST TSAWWASSEN INN,
1665 - 56 TH STREET, DELTA / TSAWWASSEN
SUNDAY, SEPT. 9TH 2007. VIEWING & REGISTRATION
FROM 1:00 P.M. AUCTION 2:00 P.M. SHARP

Walid Photo 1D, required prior to entry. Some resernves, addi-
tions andior delelions may apply. 15% Handling Charge, PS1
i & GST in effect. Terms: Cash. Credit Cards, Interac &
G‘_" Cheques. Infoline (905) 458

not & govemment agancy.

-9508. Federal Auction Service is
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